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alliance; and notwithstanding the occasional outbursts
of independence, or even superiority, asserted by Charle-
magne himself, he still professed and usually showed
the most profound veneration for the Eoman spiritual
supremacy; and left to his successors and to their
subjects an awful sense of subjugation, from which they
were not emancipated for ages.

The Imperial title was understood, no doubt, by
the senate and people of Borne, to be conferred by
themselves, as representing the republic, not by the
Pope, of his sole religious authority. Without their
assenting acclamations, in their estimation it would
not have been valid. The Pope, as one of the people,,
as his subject therefore, paid adoration to the Em-
peror.11

But it is even more difficult to ascertain the rights
which the imperial title conveyed in Eome itself, espe-
cially in one important particular. Kome became, it is
clear, one of the subject cities of Charlemagne's empire.
Even if the Pope had ever possessed any actual or
asserted magisterial power, the events of the last year
had shown that he did not govern Eome. HA~ had no
force, even for his personal security, against conspiracy
or popular tumult. But the Emperor of Eome was
bound to protect the Bishop of Eome: he was the con-
servator of the peace in this as in all the other cities of
his empire, though liere, as elsewhere, there was no
abolition of the old Eoman municipal institutions. The
Senate still subsisted, the people called itself the Eoman
people; the shadow of a republic which had been
suffered to survive throughout the Empire, and had

a                     "Et sunmras etmdem

Prajgnl adorayit, slcut mos debitas olim
Pltacipibus luit antiqnis, ac nomine dempto

Patricii, quo dictus erat prtns, bide Tocari
Augustus meruit piTA>,   Imperil   quoqiu
princeps."    Poeta Saxo, sub. aw. 801.